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The Honeybee as a symbol of virtuous Masonic Industry and Ethics
By Frater James A. Marples, VIIIº
Life Member, Nebraska College S.R.I.C.F

(Masonic Token issued by Bon
Bonaparte
aparte Lodge , founded year 1852)
Freemasonry, in its capacity as a fraternity of "Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons" has various symbols that are designed to remind the Mason ---inside
--and
outside of the Lodge--- of his duties to himself and to mankind. Engaging in noble and
industrious endeavors is but one example. Most of the symbols are architectural
working-tools
tools such as the Level, Plumb, Square, Gavel and other miscellaneous tools
used by ancient stonemasons as literal tools {as described in The Holy Bible and other
holy writs}, but now also employed as metaphors or inserted as honorable symbolic
signs and symbols used by modern Speculative Freemasons to illustrate "more noble and
glorious purposes" befitting a moral code of conduct, in our m
modern
odern world.
Oddly enough, "the Beehive" doesn't fit the category of an architectural working-tool
working
----yet
yet it has a prominent place in Masonic allegory and symbolism. Various Masonic
scholars try to connect "the Beehive" with the Pope rounding
rounding-up ancient knights to form
the Crusades. Hugh de Payens was the first Grand Master of the Templars. However, he
needed much support in protecting the road from Joppa to Jerusalem. To secure, he
needed men and resources. This is where the Abbott, Saint Ber
Bernard
nard of Clairvaux gave
de Payens his complete support, offering men and resources and within two years, de
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Payens received full papal sanction for his monastic group known as The Poor FellowSoldiers and of the Temple of Solomon, more commonly known later as the "Order of
the Temple" or the "Knights Templar" to protect pilgrims en-route to The Holy Land.
Unfortunately, today, many dubious and even clandestine and criminal thugs have
corrupted the honorable name of the "Knights Templar." While the ancient Knights
Templar displayed heroism and piety, I don't believe that "the Beehive" was exclusively
a Templar symbol transferred to modern Freemasonry. I believe it had Rosicrucians who
also bridged that gap in history.
To draw that conclusion: I read a commentary: "The Bee, A Symbol of the Church"
by Catherine Croisette.
She writes: "The bee is also a symbol of wisdom, for it collects nectar from many flowers and turns it
into nourishing and pleasing honey, which is the 'gold' of bees. We should do the same, take whatever
we can and transform it through our labor into a superior element useful for us and our neighbor."
She adds:
The bees work without rest and give their lives without hesitation for the good of the hive. They are
instantly and vigorously militant against enemies of the hive. Not only the hive, but the honey, upon
which their lives depend, is also vigorously protected. When endangered by heat, they cling to the
outside of the hive and beat their wings relentlessly to cool the hive and keep the honey from melting.
Many bees die when this happens.
She also notes:
A text of St. John Chrysostom in which he in some way confirmed that explanation when he wrote:
"The bee is more honored than other animals, not because it labors, but because it labors for others"
(12th Homily).

These virtues of laboring and industrious behavior could legitimately be attributed to
ancient Knights Templar as well as modern Knights Templar in the York Rite of
Freemasonry. However, to support my conjecture: I believe the bridge of Symbolism
was actually amplified even further by ROSICRUCIANS. Like Hugh de Payens, Father
Christian Rosenkreutz strove to form a monastic order, which evolved into our "Society
of the Rose & Cross" {or "Rosicrucians"}. Rosicrucians tended to use elements of
Nature such as the Rose, the Cross, as well as the Sun, the Moon, the Stars, the Planets,
and the Elements.
Therefore, a "Beehive" is just as natural as a blooming rose. It embodies "life" as
well as "growth". That is why Rosicrucians played an unsung role in helping our
Fraternity as a whole: advance its use of eloquent graphics in symbols describing
virtuous principles and the highest standard of Ethics.
The noted Masonic scholar, Dr. Albert G. Mackey, M.D., 33º and a Knight Templar,
notes that the Beehive was, among the ancient Egyptians the symbol of an obedient
people. Of all the insects, the bees around a beehive was a sign of "regulated behavior
when congregated in their hive." He also notes that Freemasonry, therefore, adopted the
Beehive as a symbol of Industry. He notes that new Masons are taught that Master
Masons work so that they "may receive their wages, the better to support {themselves}
and family, and contribute to the relief of worthy distressed Brother Master Masons, and
www.masonic.benemerito.net/msricf

{their} widows, and orphans."
Bro:. Brigham Young who was Raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason in
Nauvoo Masonic Lodge at Nauvoo, Illinois, described, "The Beehive is a symbol of
harmony, cooperation and work." One of his notable residences was "The Beehive
House" in downtown Salt Lake City, Utah, which I have personally visited. It is even
adorned with this emblem of adornment atop the structure. This building served as "The
Executive Mansion" of the Territory of Utah for the years 1852-1855.
Today, honeybees and other pollinators, such as butterflies and birds, contribute
substantially to the economy of the United States and are vital to preservation of flowers
and shrubs; as well as keeping nuts and vegetables in our diets. Bees and Bee-hives are
essential in pollination which sustains large portions of our food-supply. In recent years,
bee colonies have dropped due to varying factors. Some people have theorized: disease,
parasites, other pathogens, loss of foliage and forage lands, and exposure to pesticides.
Using an analogy: groups of hard-working men who are Masons could be likened to
"bees." While a Masonic Lodge is essentially the group of men themselves ---- actually,
in bygone times, large Masonic Halls were built to accommodate the conferral of
Degrees and other activities as a known 'hub of activity' … quite similar to a "BeeHive."
Various flowers such as the Sunflower are pollinated by honeybees. The State of
Kansas is known as "the Sunflower State." Furthermore, Sunflower Masonic Lodge
#86 is located in Wichita, Kansas. In Nebraska, the Sandhills have been another prime
growing region for Sunflowers which are a beautiful crop to see growing in the fields,
but cultivated for their seeds and oils. The delicate balance of abundant light and
adequate moisture is precisely what sunflowers need to survive. Yet, without bees and
pollinators, those plants are similarly dependent.
Regardless of where Masons meet, act, and part: I would hope that we keep the
symbolism of "The Beehive" in our hearts and minds. The "Three Great lights of
Masonry" are described as The Holy Bible, Square and Compasses. It is essential we
retain and teach our symbolism to future generations, since a band of friends and
Brothers can accomplish many more good deeds than a single individual can do alone in
this world.
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Sources / References / Recommended Readings:
-Mackey's Encyclopedia of Freemasonry by Dr. Albert G. Mackey, M.D., 33º and a Knight
Templar.
- Archives of The Indiana Beekeepers Association {of which, Frater James A. Marples is a Life
Member}.
-"The Bee, A Symbol of The Church" by Catherine Croisette.
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- Personal visits by Frater James A. Marples to Brigham Young's residence "The Beehive
House" in Salt Lake City, Utah in 2001, 2003, 2003, 2004, 2007....including oral descriptions
by tour-guides.
-Archives,
Archives, Masonic Grand Lodge of British Colu
Columbia and Yukon
- Macoy's Masonic Manual by Robert Macoy, 33º and a Knight Templar. Fifteenth Edition. New York.
Published in New York, Year 1861 by Clark, Austin, Maynard & Company located at 3 Park Row & 3
Ann Street, New York, New York. "A Pocket Companion for the Initiated."
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(Above is a depiction of a traditional Bee
Bee-Hive)
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